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“... Similar to such an incorrect view of history is disdain for
Ethiopian cultures and traditions, which are also shared by
Eritrea. The propaganda of the cadres of the regime
occasionally denigrates the traditional ways of Ethiopian life
of Ethiopian life, which is unwittingly disparaging towards
Eritrean tradition as well. President Isayas himself is known
to have made some vulgar and primitive comments in this
regard. In an interview with a French journalist, he bellitted
the cultural ways of life- e.g-, traditional homes and staple
food-, which he associated with backwardness. He also
sneered at Ethiopia’s “evolutionary and traditional”
process of development. In the same breath, he expressed
admiration for things European such as villas and spaghetti,
which he regarded as evidence of modernity-seemingly
concedering Italian colonial rule of Eritrea as a
“revolutionary” process. (30. Fabiene Le Heuerou, “The
Birth of Eritrea” (Interview with Isayas Afewerki-English
translation). The Reporter (Addis Abeba- December 8,
1999), in (Ethiopiafirts.com-Dec, 1999)



In effect, the president was contending that Eritrea was
more advanced and more modern than Ethiopia. After all, in
the words of the president, “the Italians have put the
foundations on which the Eritrean identity was built by way
of transforming the society economically, politically,
culturally and socially.” 31 (Ibid)

To the Ethiopians, this remark was both foolish and
nauseating. By it President Isayas distinguished himself as
“the first man to praise colonialism, especially facist
Italy’s style”.(32)(Getahun gebre-Amlak “In Issayas Landl,
Wonders never End, (Ethiopiafirst.com) Dec.30,-1999.)

Actually his hypothesis on cultural and modernity was
ridiculed by Ethiopian commentators, some of whom
stressed in satirical language (at which they are very good)
that no matter how Europeanised (a’ la Isayas) Eritrea may
be, it is no match for backward Ethiopia. (33) With reference
to President Isayas’ remark an Ethiopian commentator
wrote- “When Isayas finishes eating his spaghetti to
complete his metamorphoses into the likes of his Western
masters and joins the club of high tech warriors (being
facetious here) Ethiopia shall still whip Eritrea with only
spear and arrows.”(M.Azene- May 2000).

It was a good example of the ‘we are special people’
syndrom” expressed by a leader who “lives in total
delusions” (34) (Getahun Gebere-Amlak- 1999).

Such contemptuous views of Ethiopia history and culture,
pose obstacles to co-operation and association. Remarks of
the kind made by president Isayas lead some Ethiopians to
oppose confederation arguing that Eritreans are racist, hate
Ethiopia and still love Italy.



Undoubtedly, a few Eritreans need to be advised to exercise
due care lest they express arrogance towards Ethiopians.}
Tesfatsion Medhanie- (Towards Confederation in the Horn of
Africa- (P.137, 138, 139)
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